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Governor’s Message - August is for Membership
August is Membership and New Club Development Month, which means it’s time to
celebrate your Rotary club, your members, and the good you do in your community
and around the world.
As you contemplate the many ways to join the celebrations, please be reminded of
several of the goals included in the PRESIDENTIAL CITATION for 2017-2018:
 Achieve a net gain in membership.
 Achieve a net gain in female membership.
 Achieve a net gain in members under age 40.
As Governor, I am setting the bar much higher for 2017-2018, calling on all clubs to
double their membership this year with some additional conditions.

Robert Zeglarski
Governor

 First, all clubs should set the goal to have at least 30 members. Right now, that includes my own
club.

 If your club is larger, strive to reach 100!! The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary, under the leadership
of Lt. Governor Steve Goldberg, announced its plan to get into triple-digit membership this Rotary year.
Steve dares all the other larger clubs to do the same!
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Don't forget, the District 7510 Bylaws include a provision for the
waiver of district dues for those members under 30 years of age,
which only applies if the club also waives their club dues. My hope is
that this bylaw change prompts clubs to bring in young members the future of Rotary.
And it is already paying off! In August, I already attended the
induction ceremony of five Rotaractors into membership in the
Branchburg club! So let’s see more of that.
But it is not just about strengthening your club’s membership. It is
also about expanding Rotary’s footprint to every community in our
district. That’s because every community without a Rotary club

contributes to our loss of image and relevance. And as our
image declines, the value of being part of Rotary declines. That
is not a path I wish to continue.
In this regard, District Membership Chair Bill Graham and
Assistant Governor Art Lobdell have been working with multiple
parties to expand Rotary’s footprint. Green shoots are already
sprouting, including a Satellite Club in
Linden sponsored by Art’s club, the
Rotary Club of Elizabeth. Bill is working
with the Union County Chamber of
Commerce to promote Rotary in other
Page

(Continued on page 2)

Governor’s Message cont’d

communities, with Clark Township
looking promising. And Art Lobdell is
confident that a group in Iselin will put together a club in the near future.
In the meantime, Bill, Art, PDG Charlie Minton and PDG Mel Kevoe are working to help
Metuchen Rotary survive and thrive. And I am pleased that Raj Menon stepped up to the
plate to serve as President of the Woodbridge-Perth Amboy club, giving that group a shot of
Rotary adrenalin.
Aside from all that, I just received word from the Rotary eClub of District 7510 Horizon that
its club members have “finally found a workable technology solution and, with the changes
in meeting requirements, are working to revive the club as a more active club.” They are
talking about “rebirthing this eClub.” You can be a part of that by going to their website and
downloading their app (http://www.horizonrotaryclubhouse.org/).
So let the celebration begin!
Bob Zeglarski, Governor

Foundation News ......................................................................... PDG D. Michael Hart
Foundation grant applications are in to DaCdb and our committee is actively
reviewing them all. If we have any questions, we will contact the club representative
who filed the application. Awards will be determined and made within the next few
weeks.

Global Grant Awarded
The Rotary Club of Branchburg has been approved for a grant for micro-credit loans to businesses
and farmers in Nepal. After the recent earthquake, many people lost their livelihoods. Businesses
need additional capital to expand and grow services in the local community.
The total grant is for $91,000. Branchburg is putting in $14,000; assisted by the Rotary Club of
Montgomery- Rocky Hill for $1,000; our District 7510 is matching with $15,500 of DDF, and Rotary
International is matching with $38,500. The remaining $22,000 was raised by the local clubs and
districts in Nepal. .
This is a wonderful example of how Rotarians around the world work together to benefit those in
need. Congratulations and kudos to the Branchburg club.

Public Image ............................................................................... Bill Graham, Director
“Dare to be great!” - Update
Last month our District's “Club Activity of the Month” was an appeal by Interactors of Middlesex
County Academy and a challenge to "Dare to be Great!" The Interactors announced an initiative to
mobilize the youth of the world to carry our one of the biggest humanitarian projects in history;
namely a month-long read-a-thon to improve reading proficiency everywhere. This read-a-thon
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will, at the same time, raise money to enable millions of the world’s poorest children to survive,
attend school and also learn to read.
As part of their initiative, the Interactors created a video on YouTube and posted it to Facebook.
Since it was posted, the number of followers has doubled every week. Rotaractors and Interactors
from more than 45 countries representing more than half the population of the entire planet have
responded positively.
Even more exciting is that Rotaractors, Interactors and some Rotarians have volunteered to
advocate for the initiative in all Rotaract and Interact clubs in their respective countries. In fact, these
volunteers have already formed a Rotary Youth World Council to coordinate the efforts in all
participating countries around the world
Given that there are some 30,000 Rotaract and Interact clubs in the world and all the activity to date
is the result of posting on the Facebook Timelines of only 120 of them (and around 10 individuals),
the potential for growth is immense. As the country coordinators kick in with their teams, we can
expect a huge increase in the number of fans and supporters.
This “Dare to be Great” initiative is one of the District Strategic Projects for this year. So if you have
not yet "liked" and shared the video, please do so now by going to: https://www.facebook.com/
RotaryYouthForABetterWorld/videos/732482340258270/. If for no other reason, please do this to
show solidarity with our District Interactors.
If we each do our part in supporting this initiative and it continues to grow as it has, don’t be
surprised to see our Interactors on national network news and shows like The Ellen Show, 60
Minutes, and other national, prominent shows in the not too distant future. Imagine the image impact
of that! Imagine the impact that would have on our being able to get the attention of people of New
Jersey to provide them more information about the benefits of Rotary.
For more information, contact me at membership@rotarynj.org.

Membership .................................................................................. Bill Graham, Director
District Strategy Tour
Our District image, membership and youth service goals for the coming year are very ambitious.
Simply stated, we need to promote our image, grow our membership, and involve our youth more
fully in Rotary.
We need to seek out the best ideas for how we can achieve these goals and make sure we are all
working together in the same direction and at the same speed if we want to succeed.
In order to ensure that the ideas, needs and concerns of each club are taken into full consideration,
we are planning to have our District Membership Chair/Public Image Director and Youth Services
chairs meet with their counterparts from each club. We will each hear how the others perceive the
problems and opportunities as well as needs, and we will get the thoughts of the club chairs for
solution ideas that we have been considering at the District level
We anticipate that most of these meetings would be virtual, electronic meetings using Go to
Meetings or similar, on-line tools. This will make it as easy as possible for club chairs to participate.
If a club desires a physical meeting, we will do our best to accommodate.
We ask that Club Public Image, Membership, Youth Services, and Program Chairs participate, if
possible. Club Presidents and Presidents-Elect as well as Assistant Governors are also invited to
(Continued on page 5)
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Awards and Recognition ............................................... M. Ann Walko, Director
It is my pleasure to have been asked to continue as the director for our Awards
and Recognition Committees. My congratulations to all those receiving awards
throughout the last Rotary season. I am looking forward to working with all of you
again as we highlight the accomplishments of Rotarians during the 2017-2018
year.
First up is the Vocational Service Award, presented at the Multi-District Vocational
Assembly in October.
Although we are enjoying the summer weather, Rotary business continues. The Vocational Service
Committee has been busy preparing for our Rotary New Jersey Vocational Assembly which will
occur on Wednesday, October 4 at the Pines Manor in Edison. At that time, the
prestigious Vocational Service Award will be given to a deserving Rotarian from our district.
Nominations must be submitted on the prescribed form no later than August 15, 2017.
Submit your nomination
Joe@speraelectric.com.

to

Vocational

Service

Chair

Joe

Spera

via

his

email:

Please complete the nomination package and answer each question fully. A photograph and
biographical sketch of the nominee reflecting vocational contributions and activities should be
included. Recipients will be announced on September 1. Many Rotarians are deserving of this
award, including nominees from the past who did not receive the award. Applications for past
nominees are welcome.
The Vocational Committee is looking forward to your participation at the largest vocational service
event in Rotary. More details concerning the Vocational Assembly can be found by visiting
www.RotaryNJVA.org..

Polio Report ................................................................................................ Bill Mealia, Co-Chair
The positive news on polio at the District level is that we exceeded our
District $20,000 goal, raising $74,274.00!! Of this total, District Governor
Minton authorized $50,016.00 from un-used District dedicated funds
from the Rotary Foundation.
Another very positive aspect of the giving is that sixteen clubs gave
$1,000.00 or better, with a total of twenty-three clubs donating money
(59% of our clubs gave).
Unfortunately, 41% gave nothing, which is very disappointing.
But more good news - the Gates Foundation has extended their matching program, so our $74,274
becomes $222,822 with the Gates Foundation match!
Let it be known to the children of the world that we are winning the battle against the polio virus.
If you want to donate in any amount (none too big or too small), please write your check payable to
The Rotary Foundation Polio Plus and mail it to me so I can record it as a contribution through our
District. Mailing: Bill Mealia, B. B. Miller and Co;, 283 N. Broad Street, Elizabeth NJ 07208.
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participate. (Program Chairs are included because quality of
meetings has been identified as a major factor affecting both
membership recruitment and retention.)

Strategy Tour cont’d

A list of potential questions will be made available before the meetings to provide a meeting outline
and enable participants to gather their thoughts relative to the issues in advance of the meeting.
We would like to complete these meetings by early September because we need the bulk of the year
for implementation of solutions.
Each Club President is asked to please send a list of the names of the applicable Chairs in your club
and a few times when your club team would be available to meet to me at membership@rotarynj.org.
Remember, those who submit quickest will have the greatest likelihood that your requested time can
be accommodated.
Contact the District Membership Committee at membership@rotarynj.org.

ShelterBox ..................................................................................................... Len Nemeroff, Chair
ShelterBox tents have already become a home for thousands of families around the world who have
lost theirs during natural disasters. They will provide safety for thousands more after the next disaster
hits, but only if we do our part!
Think about the fact that, without a sturdy shelter, a family can face cold, heat, ferocious storms and
even wild animals. ShelterBox tents have the power to transform lives. All we need now is to make
sure we are ready, ready to deliver the shelter that these tents provide to families displaced around
the globe’
ShelterBox has changed and has a new program that fits any size club. Now is the time to call Len
Nemeroff, NJ ShelterBox Ambassador and a member of the Rotary Club of Hamilton, for a speaking
engagement for this fall.
Please email Len at Monkeylen@optonline.net or call him either 609-213-1168 or 609-586-2693 to set
up your club's speaking engagement.

We are very sorry to share the news that Ed Zanetti, long
time member of the Rotary Club of Flemington, passed away
on Monday, July 3. Ed joined Flemington Rotary in 1971 and
had the classification of Plumbing & Heating. He maintained
over 40-years of Perfect Attendance. Even up until the last
few years while living in Florida, Ed would continue to mail his
make-up cards to keep up his perfect attendance. Ed also received the Paul Harris Fellow
award from Flemington Rotary.

Happy Anniversary!
Congratulations to our Anniversary Clubs!!
The Rotary Club of New Brunswick celebrates 97 years, chartered on August 1, 1920.
The Rotary Club of Robbinsville-Hamilton celebrates 25 years, chartered on August 12, 1992

Page 5

All the Club news that's fit to print! And we'd like to

print it all, so please send your news articles to
the Editor and we'll be sure to post them for all to
read. Include photos, captions, web addresses, and
any other information to make your story complete. Editor7510@verizon.net.
The Rotary Club of Robbinsville-Hamilton is pleased to announce
the winners of their 2017 College Scholarship Programs. They are Juliana
Bell from Steinert High School, Afeera Chaudhry from Nottingham High
School, Emily Clark from Steinert High School, Kelsey Espenhorst from
Steinert High School, Riley Smith from Steinert High School and Brian
Wojton from Robbinsville High School. Each year the club foundation
awards about $6,000 in scholarships to high school seniors who reside or
attend school in Hamilton and Robbinsville Townships. Pictured here with Rotary Club Member Bill
Coleman at the Steinert High School Senior Awards Night on June 6th are winners (L-R) Emily Clark,
Riley Smith, Julianna Bell and Kelsey Espenhorst. For more pictures and information please visit us
online at http://www.rhrotary.org./
The Club also recently held its second annual Rotarun 5K Race &
1 Mile Fun Walk at Veterans’ Park in Hamilton Township. Club
members were joined by officers of the National Guard State
Family Readiness Council (NGSFRC), a non-profit group that
contributes to projects and programs providing assistance to New
Jersey National Guard troops and their families. Over 100
participants enjoyed a beautiful spring day and helped raise thousands of dollars for NGSFRC and
local charities.
The Rotary Club of Elizabeth is proud to be a sponsor of the Tour de
Elizabeth. The club was supported by volunteers from the Elizabeth High
School Interact Club. Club member Doug and wife Kathy Harris were on hand
to pedal through their 15 miles! And Kelly McCracken Villanueva and one of
her students (pictured below) who graduated from “rider” to “marshall.” Another
great turnout on a beautiful day!
The Rotary Club of Trenton recently presented a $1,000 check to the
United States Navy’s Sea Cadets Corps (Dempster Division out of
Lawrenceville). The Sea Cadets are a non-profit organization chartered by
the US Navy to teach young men and women teamwork, self-confidence
and leadership. The local Dempster Division meets at the Lawrenceville
Armory. They were just awarded Third Most Outstanding Unit in America.
http://www.usnsccdempster.com/ .
The Rotary Club of Hillsborough counts another young member among their
membership. Newly elected president Anthony Franchini (l) installed Ashley
Rose (second from left) as a new member. Joining in is Ashley's mom and with
her Hillsborough club member Tricia Marciano (r). (BTW, Tricia is our new
chairperson of the Jean Harris Award Committee - congratulations, Tricia, and
thanks for taking on this responsibility!)
The club also recently presented scholarships totaling $12500 to 14 lucky and deserving scholarship
recipients. The recipients were students from Hillsborough High School that will be attending college
(Continued on page 7)
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or Votech in the fall. The club also presented special scholarships to
GiGi's Playhouse and two awards to special needs students at
Hillsborough High School so they could purchase the iPads they used in
school after graduation. Over the past 10 years, the Hillsborough Club
has donated over $100,000 in scholarships. In the photo with some of
the scholarship winners are President Abed Medawar and Scholarship Chairman Peter Passalacqua.
At the club's recent installation of officers, three members of the Hillsborough
club became Paul Harris Fellows. Pictured below are (left to right) outgoing
president and PHF Abed Medawar, club president Anthony Franchini, PHF Fred
Quick, and PHF Fred Barrodd. The installing officer was Ann Walko, our current
District Governor Nominee.
The Rotary Club of Berkeley Heights recently recognized four club members
who have each served three one-year terms as club president. Pictured below
are current President Jim Ramentol with the four honorees: Mary Ann Cusack,
Linda Sausville, Gerry Harris, and Pam Steiner. Congratulations to all for their
dedicated service to Berkeley Heights and to Rotary!
The Rotary Club of Branchburg received several cases of spray chalk as a donation from DuPont.
The club then held an Armed Services Appreciation Day at Central Jersey Regional Airport and
established an area on the tarmac asking kids to use the chalk to “Thank Our Vets.” The event was
established to raise money for several veteran organizations in the state that work to improve the
quality of life for our veterans and active military. The kids responded by writing messages and
painting pictures with the spray chalk on the area provided. The youtube video link is a production of
the work the kids did on the tarmac, which was sent to DuPont as part of a thank you to them for
providing the spray chalk for this event. You can view the video on YouTube here - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fyupe4Pipus&t=18s.
The Club has a new event coming up soon. The first is a Cigar Social for Charity, hosted by the club,
the Elks Club of South Plainfield, and Central Jersey Regional Airport. There will be food, beverages,
and, of course, CIGARS for all to enjoy. Cost is $30 per person which includes cigars and
accessories. The event is from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. on August 25 at the airport on Millstone River Road
in Hillsborough. Reservations are required!! Contact Jodi DiPane Salem - 908-576-4333 or register on
-line at http://conta.cc/2vDV4oF.
The Rotary Club of Kenilworth officers were recently installed by Past
District Governor Charles Minton (2nd from left). l-r President Ceu Manata,
Treasurer Mary Orella, Secretary charles Biancosino, Vice President Dr.
Thomas Tramaglini. The club had a very successful year of community
service to local, district and international projects through Rotary
International founded in 1905 and fundraising which enabled its student scholarship and camp
scholarship programs to thrive.
Rotary President Ceu Manata presented a $250 donation from the Kenilworth Club
to Dr. Tom Tramaglini, the Superintendent of the Kenilworth Public Schools. The
donation will be utilized to fund a new STEM Club (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) at David Brearley Middle / High School during the
2017-2018 school year. The club was founded by Brearley student Chris Kossor
during the spring of 2017. The funds will mainly be used to support resources for
experiments and club events. During the 2017-2018 school year, the Brearley
STEM Club will host one of the Rotary meetings for a STEM demonstration.
(Continued on page 8)
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The Rotary Club of Plainsboro-North & South Brunswick recently
welcomed District Governor Bob Zeglarski who presided over the
induction of officers and directors of the club. Pictured with Zeglarski is
Club President Suharani Kankanaia and two young ladies who lead the
evening’s entertainment with song and dance. In 2002, a few prominent
people of Indian origin in the Plainsboro area decided to charter a new
Rotary Club with the intention of servicing the local and international
community. The club started out with three members and rapidly grew to
19 members living in various parts of the state. Since its inception, the Club has proudly sponsored a
number of local and international charitable projects. The club also provides an excellent opportunity
for networking with the mainstream Indo American community. An important part of the evening
including the induction of a new member, so the club stands at 20 members. During his address to the
audience, Zeglarski challenged the club to grow to 40 members by the time he makes his official visit
this fall, and 100 by June 30, 2018, the end of the Rotary year.
The Rotary Club of Bridgewater-Bound Brook and the Interact Club at
Bound Brook High School joined with the Bound Brook Garden Club to
plant flowers at nine locations in Bound Brook, including the borough hall,
the high school, and the five "Welcome to Bound Brook" signs at entrances
to the community from Bridgewater and Middlesex. The Garden club gave a
little instruction to the Interactors and then guided them in planting
ornamental grasses on the center divider of Veterans Memorial Parkway
and red, white and blue flowers at the entrance to the old Presbyterian
Church cemetery on High Street (photo below courtesy of MyCentralJersey.com). Great community
service work and cooperation!
The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains' Installation
Dinner was held at the Shackamaxon County Club in
Scotch Plains on June 21, 2017. Some of the highlights of
the past year included: Fundraising for the Frazee
House; the annual Robert Kraus Golf Outing; Casino
Night; support for Operation Chillout; participation in
monthly service projects for Mobile Meals of Westfield and El Centro; the launch of the Dare to be
Great program at School One; and third and fourth graders held a Read a Thon that raised $4,000 to
feed children in a third-world country; $37,000 in scholarship funds to students in the local
community; increased membership with 13 new members were inducted! The club now has 65
members, making it the largest in the district. President Steve Goldberg (l) and the Board of Directors
were sworn in for the 2017-2018 year. Steve noted “It is not
enough to belong to the club but to grow into a true believer of the
club’s goals - a true Rotarian!”
The club's scholarship recipients are pictured with club members
at a recent meeting (hint: the scholarship recipients are the young
ones!).
The Rotary Club of Roselle-Roselle Park - Now that demolition is
complete and new sheetrock is installed, a group of Roselle-Roselle
Park Rotarians, Girl Scout officials and volunteers, and members of
the Roselle PBA recently started the work of painting the interior and
exterior of Roselle's Girl Scout Camp Letico. More work needs to be
done so this will be on ongoing hands-on project for the club. Just
about every member of the club put “sweat equity” into the camps
(Continued on page 9)
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renovations. Many of the supplies used for the renovations will be paid for by the $3,000 donation the
club provided the Girl Scouts to kick start the project. Since then several banks have provided
funding. The ROTC Troop from Roselle High School also contributed labor so this is really a
community effort. Read and see more about our work at Camp Letico at roselleroselleparkrotary.org.
The Rotary Club of Flemington has a great event planned for
October, but it's not too early to announce it now. If you're an
Oktoberfest-type of person, you may want to try out this fundraiser
and thirst-quencher!
Registrations required - only on-line at www.flemingtonnjrotary.org.
The Rotary District 7510 Horizon e-Club has created a new app is now
available in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store for downloading on
your smart-phone or mobile device! This app serves as the hub for club
activity, from the planning of service opportunities, to the posting of monthly
meetings, to group discussion and socialization.
The app has many exciting features, like a social-media-like posting system,
group messaging, and a built-in calendar of events.
The eClub has been promoting the collection of school supplies for the Fort
Peck Native American Reservation. This collection was developed by Love
Has No Color(LHNC), an organization dedicated to transforming
"hopelessness to hopefulness" for children on the Reservation. LHNC accepts
donations and school supplies. More info can be found on http://
www.savethereservation.org. If you live or work in central New Jersey, and
would like to donate school supplies, you may do so at Shanahan & Voigt, LLC, 200 Route 31 N,
Flemington NJ 08822 (during normal business hours). Nicole L. Voigt, President of the eClub, is the
chair of the LHNC projects. More information on this project is available at http://
www.horizonrotaryclubhouse.org.

Display Rotary
Proudly
www.state.nj.us/mvc/Vehicle/
commorg.htm
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Give us a call for more
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Visit us on the web at
www.RotaryNJ.org

Top Ten Clubs in Participation June 2017
Congratulations to the #1 club for June - Plainfield-North
Plainfield - with 91.54% attendance for the month! We
count attendance at meetings and participation in club
events, District events, committee meetings and the like in
our definition of participation (formerly "attendance").
The rest of the top ten? Princeton (88.10%); RobbinsvilleHamilton (79.77%); Mountainside (77.77%); BridgewaterBound Brook (75.00%); Cranford (70.20%); Princeton
Corridor (64.25%); Old Bridge-Sayreville (61.00%); Edison
(58.00%); Hillsborough (55.00%).
Secretaries, contact the District Secretary (Michael
Townley) if you need help entering your club’s attendance
in the District and Club database (DaCdb). Email
Secretary7510@RotaryNJ.org.
And thank you to the fifteen club secretaries who took the
time to report participation for June.

